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MR.DAVID LINGOILN, ALPENA,NICHIGAN,
PS INTERVIEWED RY
Wit WAKEHAM AND RICHARD RATHRBUN,

AUCUST 25,1894,

Has been fishing here for the last 27
W vears. I have either been fishing or been
interested in it during that time. I run
& tur now and have no pound nets. Fish
entirely with gill nets.
There has buen a gr.hual desresase in the
éf‘ﬁw fishing on the whole, Whitefish at one
r/j' time were very abundant here. At eertain
a&if;fv times of the year you would get them any-
pr'M. where in the bay, but with gill nets we
would get them outside in certain depths of

weter and on eertain grounds. In former

\

M"t‘ mn¥  years we did not take the trout, dut now we

A

go for eny thing we can get, and we take

§

trout beeause they are more plentiful.. At
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one time there were plenty of whitefish and
we d4id not bother about catching trout, as
whitef ish brourht more money. At that
time we ecould pet all the trout we wanted
at any time, ‘

Yhen I began there was extensive fishing
going on and it existed long before my day,
but at that time it was carried on with sail
boats, They had both pound nets and gill
nets then, Pouni nets were fished then
more than they are now. It is played out
80 now that nobody fishes them to amount to
riach. ODur pound nets are playing out here.
When I began there must have hecn 20 sail e
boats fishins here, at Alpena, Yorth Point,
Nine=-llile Point and Sugar Islend. It is
too far for sail boa§l~ta go to the gill
net ground now. They fished here in the

summer south of the islands, but still it

was scattered all slong the shore here. A
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boat then would probably uBe about 5 miles
of twine, They would use about the same
megh as they do now, P! H5=8 and 4 3-4, but
the twine was coarser, Ahout 12 years ago
there were 9 tugs fished out of here. The
f;ahing has heen gradually decreasing ever
since I started to fish here, but there has
been years when they caught as many f{ish,but
the facilities for catehing them wers ime
proved all the while,

The bottom where the pound nets used to
be set is fouler than it used to be, I
think the main reason that pound net fishing
does not pay is that there are no fish to
be eaucht,

I think the pound nets have always used
about the same size mesh. The back of the
pot is the principal place, and the rest of
the net does not amount to so mueh., If
they reduaced the size mesh in the ba;k of

the pot, that is what kills the little ones.
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They have always got more or less whitee
fish in the pound nets since my recollection
The whitefish season in the pound nets, they
would begin to come on in July and September
would be the hest month, and it would last
until about the first of 'ovemher. Vould
not do much pound netting in lovember, They
might some years, but as a rule théy did
not.

Do not notice any decrease in the average
size of the fish, The whitefish are small-
er, but I do not think there is much of any
difference in the iroat.

The important fishes hepe are the white=-
fish and trout, Of course we catch a few
pieckerel and sturgeon, but they never amount
to anything., There have heen years that
th@y got a fair run of pickerel in the bay,
but take it on the whole it 4id not amount

to much. It is only late years that we
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5 e have paid any stiention to herring, I do
Jovny
: not think the herring have decreased, I
L
think they catch as many as they ever did.
: We never cateh the long jaws to amount to

Y, anything.

There is not one per cent. of the whit ¢=

L% fish caught that there used to be. You
teke & sail boat with the little short gangs
we used to employ in the summer months and
we would go out and average from 8 to 10
barrels of fish at a lift; now you can fish
a month and not get that many whitefish, and
if you put the same amount of twine we form-
erly used and the same men, and stretch it
out in the jakes where we used to get good
fishing you would not pet enoggh to eat,
In all the fishing that was done this last
3 ; week, I do not think there were 1,000 lbs, .

A of‘ thit efish caught. The whitefigh are al~

' most extinect.,

The most figh I ever saw destroyed was on




77

the north shore of Lake Michigan, and that
is the most outrageous thing I ever msaw,
You take it west of there clear up to Manie
tique, I have seen millions of little white-
fish eoming out, so small] that they eould
not dress them, and others that they diad
dress they had to sell for 3's.and 4's.

And I presume it is going on today just the
same® as it ever was. That was n; 8Swishwan
Point.

The pound nets destroy the small wvhite-~
fish by the millions. The pound nets arse
10 & large extent, more s than the gill
nets, responsidble for the decrease. In the
g1ll nets we would not get any much less
than 1 1-8 or 8 1lbs., but the pound nwte
sveep everything that somes along. I think
the pound nets should not be allowed to fish
if you want to keep the fish in the laks.

It would de all right to increase t.ho.nodn.

if you have a government officer standing
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right over it with a shot gun, but otherwise
you ean make all the laws you want to.

I would have a close sgason if you want

to protect the fish, Would have it for the

whitefish and also for the trout. Trout
begin spawning in September and spawn clear
up to the first of December, and when the
fish are right on the ground spawning thiek
they should not be disturbed. At different
pPlaces trout spawn at different seasons.
You take it around the island and they spawn
in September, Out on the big reef they
will spawn later on, We meke a distinetion
between the run of shoal trout and deep wa-
ter trout, There are different classes of
trout just the seme as there are whitefish,
In different localities they spawn differ-
ently. You take it on Lake Michigan on
that reef near Manistique, we got a great

many trout on it all through October and
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November, and we thought we were going to

get some whitefish, and along about the 5th

of Necember until about the 10th the white-

fish spawned there. Nobody had ever caught
onto it before, and we slaughtered them.

But they are & different class of fish., Our
fish here are all through spawning before
they begin spawning up there at all, Up at
Marquette they spawn right around the beach
and around Granite Roek. I think it would
be advisable to have different close seasons
at different places. During the eclose sea-
son we would use frozen stoeck, and if they
would not take that they ocould eat suckers
and bull-heads, It probably would inerease
the priece of fish, and would undoubtedly be
& hardship to some. We all think it would
be & hardship to have to quit, but‘avenxual-
ly I think it would be a benefit to us.

There is no use making laws unless you en-



foree them however.

There has been a decrease in the trout
also. It is not the same as whitefigh, but
they are getting scarcer all the while. At
this iimo 12 years ago, if we set out én the
big reef where we are fishing now we would
get more fish in one day than we do now in &
week, And, furthermore, where we first
struck the reef we used to get them on the
inside edge of it, but now you have got to
g0 clear to the east side. I think it
would be beneficial to fishermen if they did
not allow them to fish in the fall, and in
fact, I know it would. About 1-5 of the
season's catch is taken in November, and it
might be l1l-4, But here is the point: if I
take out my twine the first of October and
not set another net this year I would not
have to buy one lh. of twine, but if you

fish through October and November, you go
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on this rough bottom where fish are plenty,
and you soon use up your twine. Now you
pay your men and pay all your other expenses
end replace your twine, and it is a question
whether it pays. I do not know as I shall
fish at all this fall; I rather yhink I will
not. You take new twine and fish it through
the fall months and you have got to replace
it,

You take it around here the pound nets
are not out of the water at a11; I do not
like pound nets, although I may be preju-
diced, but I do know they slaughter small
fish, You can take it anywhere and you
will notiece where you find pound nets the
figh have decreased, although they will tell
you they have not, And they will put up
small whitefish and call them herring. It
is only a guestion of time, when they will

have killed the herring off.
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There has been mueh fouling of the ground
by throwing offal overboard years ago, but
they do not do it now. It is & bad thing
and should be prevented.

Undoubtedly saw mills litter the ground
up, but they have not done it extensively
in this region. Of .course there is quite
a8 little gets away, but they do not delib-
erately throw it in the water. There are
pleces vhere they have done it, but they
heave never done it in Alpena. I do not
think there was ever any went out of here
any more than would maturally get away from
the mills. I think one reason is,those
"mills have always been interested enough to
keep them from throwing it in as the harbor
would fill up, and there is not any too much
water, The mills along the lake shore here
I think are always very careful about that,

The only place I have seen that done to any



extent is at Manistigque. I éo not think
the decrease has been due to any such thing,
but I think the main thing is that they have
killed them off, I do not know whether the
pulp mill has ever done any damage or not,
They protect the fish better in Canada than
they do here. They are not any too severe
either,

It is pretty hard to regulate the size or?ﬁ?
fish marketed. You ean catch trout in a
5 inech mesh that would not weigh 1 1lb,, but
do not catch any small whitefish. The size
of the gill net whitefish is all right
enough. If you had a ¢lose season it would
do more I think to inerease the supply than
anything else, If I had the whole say mys .
self, I would not have any pound netting at
all. I would give them a certain length
of time to wear their twine out and if they

got any more I would burn it up. If the
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pound nets have to stay, I would regulate
the size of the mesh--give them good big
mesh, nothing less than 4 inch mesh for the
back of the pound. Anything thai would
stay in a 4 inch mesh would bi large enough,
I do not want to hand le whitefish less than
1 1-2 1b, dressed. Just so long as they
fish pound nets, so long will they eatech
small fish. They ean drop a curtain down
if they want to, and it is easy enough done.
You or I would do it if we were in the bus~

iness, =

) ae” I tell you unless something is done, &nd

o

,Lrﬁ' M done quieckly, the thing will regulate it-

self; it is only a question of time. The
State has made laws, but I do not think
there will be any laws to amount to anything
until the United States makes the laws. I
think the United States and Canada ought to

jointly form a2 law and pass it, and enforece
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it. 1 do not believe there is a law in the
State of Michigan that would hold water if
it was tested. That is in regaré to the
Great Lakes, Some men will advance the
most nonsensical ideas, and tell you that
there are more trout now than there ever
were,

It would be all right to take the spawn
and put it back on the ground, but I tell
you you could not mske the fihermen do it.
As a general thing they are getting pretty
good 1lifts and have all they ean do to at-
tend to their wmork,

For my part I am not particular what
laws they pass but I would like to see a
close season, I think it would be better
for all of us. Last fall we might have
done fairly well, but if I had quit fishing
the first of October I would have been money
ahead. I got a good many fish and got a

good fair priece, but the trouble is you lose
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80 mugh twine, and you have to pay high
wages, and there is no money in it, It is
only & question of time when the whitefish
will play out and I want to get my share
while they are going. Thet fishing will
probably last as long as I will and my
children can look out fbr themselves.

Some people say the fish go from here
over to Canada, If a foul bottom will driwe
the fish out they will not stay long in
Georgian Baey with all the rafting there is
there,

As far as we are concerned here we woulad
have been just as well off without the
hatchery as with it, as we do not see any
benefit from it, It does no particular
goad, or harm.

(Mr.Lincoln has a fish market where he

gells retail all fish products.)
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